Kenneth G. Bouchard
October 11, 1945 - November 27, 2017

Portsmouth - Kenneth George Bouchard, 72, of Portsmouth, NH, passed away on
November 27, 2017, surrounded by loving family and friends and the caring staff at Evolve
Senior Living in Rye, after living with Alzheimer’s disease for many years. Despite the
challenges of living with Alzheimer’s, Ken’s strong drive and determination carried through
to his last breath. He never let the disease define his life. He was a warrior while on this
journey and helped thousands of people in the Alzheimer’s community. To learn more
about Ken’s legacy of activism, watch Honoring Ken(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U
p6M9uqG_5g&feature=youtu.be>).
Ken was born in Central Falls, Rhode Island. He was raised in North Attleboro, Massachu
setts, and graduated from North Attleboro High School. Ken was blessed with a towering i
ntellect, earning a full scholarship to Tufts University to study physics and mathematics. Fr
om there, he went to Yale University to study engineering and applied science. Only then
did his interests turn to the law, graduating from Boston College Law School.
While Ken was known for his illustrious law career, his talents extended far beyond the la
w. Before attending Boston College, his work at Raytheon in several engineering positions
resulted in a patent and the publishing of several technical papers. Later, while attending
Boston College Law School, he was an Assistant Professor of Mathematics at Bentley Uni
versity, where he was able to share his love of math with hundreds of students. This love a
nd enjoyment of math and teaching never faded, and many family car rides were spent lau
ghing and parsing through complex word problems of his own invention.
The name Ken Bouchard is well known in the New Hampshire legal community. It became
synonymous with zealous advocacy and ensuring he fully understood the facts of his clien
ts’ cases down to the smallest detail. With his educational capital and his natural perspica
city, he was a formidable opponent in the court room. No case was too tough for Ken, and
he welcomed taking on lawsuits against the largest companies, represented by the largest
law firms. He loved the role of underdog and thrived on representing the proverbial little gu
y. Ken endeared himself to juries and impressed judges with his unique ability to simply an

d plainly demonstrate the application of sometimes complex legal principles to the facts of
each case he handled.
Ken was an invaluable resource—the “go-to-guy”—for the younger lawyers who sought hi
s advice on handling complex legal problems. He also found the time to be a mentor, whet
her over morning coffee, a lunch meeting, or after office hours. Ken knew that a good bala
nce was also important for healthy morale in the office. If he expected people to work har
d, he also encouraged them to play hard too, regularly scheduling office outings for staff m
embers and end-of-year parties that were famous for their cutthroat Yankee swaps. He is f
ondly remembered by his law partners from Bouchard, Kleinman & Wright, Paul Kleinman
and Nicholas Wright, as a brilliant lawyer, a caring business partner, a quick-witted and wit
ty friend and as someone who they will always remember and cherish for his contributions
to the law firm and their understanding of the law.
Ken married his “wifey,” Brenda, on Valentine’s Day more than 30 years ago. He lovingly c
alled her SWMBO (She Who Must Be Obeyed) and lived out the saying “Happy Wife, Hap
py Life.” They were true partners in every way, sharing each of life’s moments with love, la
ughter and resolve. They loved to travel, run on the beach and craft tomato sauce from his
famously delicious garden tomatoes. It was with Brenda that Ken was able to live out his d
ream of living at the beach — turning an unfinished house into a family home, where count
less family holidays and gatherings have left his family with indelible heartwarming memori
es.
Ken was always the glue that even his beloved “Goo-Gone” could not un-stick. He was kn
own for persuading the most reluctant of family members to attend the famous Bouchard f
amily gatherings. He built strong bonds with his children by sharing with them his love of p
uzzle making, playing board games, bocce on the beach, Pente, Elvis Presley, fishing, skii
ng and organizing tomatoes from his garden by color. He cherished the time he spent with
his kids. He was overwhelmingly proud of them and their accomplishments, and showered
them with love.
Ken was a true renaissance man. He loved life and added vibrancy to everything he did. H
e was the original “Mr. Letter to the Editor,” submitting letters on everything from his passio
nate political views to what he saw as injustices in the world. With what seemed like endle
ss energy, he enjoyed tending his vegetable and flower gardens, skiing challenging terrai
n, cattle driving and barrel racing out west, woodworking, golfing, home improvement, ridin
g his tractor, computer programming and nail-biting Celtics games. He was fanatical about
energy efficiency and an early adopter of new technologies, even receiving a grant from th
e Department of Energy for a new wood furnace design. He installed solar panels and a g

eothermal system well before anyone else was doing it.
Ken was the adoring husband of Brenda Bouchard; loving and proud father of his four chil
dren: Lara DuBois and her husband Stephen, Jeremy Bouchard, Zachary Bouchard and hi
s wife Katie Mae Simpson, and Briana Bouchard; fun-loving Pop of Molly and Samantha D
ubois, Sawyer and Sasha Bouchard, and Maple and Asher Bouchard-Simpson; little broth
er of Paula Mason and her husband Nathan; jokester brother-in-law of Mary Bouchard and
Laurie Bouchard; adoring son-in-law of Cecile Balevre; supportive brother(-in-law) of Sally
Pantaliere and her husband Richie; close mentor to Tyler Drinkwater and several nieces, n
ephews and cousins; devoted son of the late Paul J. and Mary (Palmisciano) Bouchard; litt
le brother of the late Robert, Daniel and Paul Bouchard.
A special thank you to the best memory care community around, Evolve Senior Living at R
ye. Their loving, caring, talented and knowledgeable staff enriched Ken’s life in ways we n
ever could have anticipated or hoped for.
Thank you to the MA-NH Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association for their support, educati
on, care consultations and 24/7 helpline.
Family and friends are invited to gather at the Celebration Honoring Ken on Sunday, Dece
mber 3, 2017, at 1:00 pm at the Sheraton Portsmouth Harborside Hotel, 250 Market Stree
t, Portsmouth, NH. Casual attire – Ken’s preferred style.
Complimentary parking is available to self park in the Sheraton's gated parking lot on Rus
sell Street. The lot is located directly across from the Sheraton's main entrance. Guests wil
l need to take a ticket to pull into the lot. Parking passes will be available inside the Sherat
on that will allow guests to exit the lot.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests gifts in memory of Kenneth Bouchard be sent to the
Alzheimer's Association MA/NH Chapter. Donations can be made Online(http://www.alzma
ss.org/spirit>) or a check can be sent to The Alzheimer's Association, 166 S River Road #
210, Bedford NH 03110.
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Comments

“

We send our prayers, condolences and our love to Brenda, your children and
grandchildren, and all of your family and Ken’s, his and your friends and associates.
We know and share your sorrow and hurts at this sad time. I lived in Lake Como and
grew up sharing so many parts of our lives, until we all went different ways in our
lives in College, work, our varied careers. I have so, so many great memories of Ken
growing up with me, his other friends, his family, and how everyone loved him. He
was a significant person in my life and those in my family and will never be forgotten.
We all in Lake Como were definitely blessed and fortunate having known and grown
up with Ken.

Bob Dussault - December 04, 2017 at 02:01 PM

“

Brenda, I am so sorry. I admire your courage with speaking out and setting an
example for the rest of us. Hugs, Alexis xo

Alexis Dandreta - December 04, 2017 at 09:02 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Anniah Guy - December 03, 2017 at 01:36 PM

“

So sorry For your loss, Brenda. I’ve admired your courage to speak up about much
needed funding and support for this heartbreaking disease. Hugs, Suzanne

Suzanne Laurent - December 03, 2017 at 10:17 AM

“

Brenda,
Sorry for your loss. Your tireless efforts on behalf of Alzheimer's is a tribute to your
husband.
Woody Sponaugle

Woody Sponaugle - December 03, 2017 at 09:05 AM

“

Sorry to hear of Kens passing - He was a great friend and will be missed by many.
.RIP my friend. == John Pratt

John Pratt - December 02, 2017 at 06:33 PM

“

So sorry for your loss.

Connie Proulx - December 01, 2017 at 10:06 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories of Ken

Sally and Mike Leahey - November 30, 2017 at 09:13 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories of Ken

Bob Dussault - November 30, 2017 at 04:41 AM

“

We send our prayers, condolences and our love to Brenda, your children and
grandchildren, and all of your family and Ken’s, his and your friends and associates. We
know and share your sorrow and hurts at this sad time. I lived in Lake Como and grew up
sharing so many parts of our lives, until we all went different ways in our lives in College,
work, our varied careers. I have so, so many great memories of Ken growing up with me,
his other friends, his family, and how everyone loved him. He was a significant person in
my life and those in my family and will never be forgotten. We all in Lake Como were
definitely blessed and fortunate having known and grown up with Ken.
Bob Dussault - December 04, 2017 at 02:00 PM

“

155 files added to the album Memories of Ken

Stephen DuBois - November 29, 2017 at 03:30 PM

“

Ken was one of the family with my Mom and Dad at the beach in Seabrook. He was
always comparing tomatoes with Dad or enjoying Mom’s Italian cookies. There were
countless times when I would call to say hello to Mom and Dad and I’d hear ‘Can’t
stay on the phone, Kenny’s here for coffee…’ We loved him dearly and his memory
will always bring a smile. Brenda, please know that Ken, you, and the family are in
our prayers…
John and Susan DeNuzzio

John DeNuzzio - November 29, 2017 at 02:12 PM

“

Brenda, I watched again this evening your Youtube video, "Honoring Ken". That is a
beautiful piece of work and your advocacy for Alzheimer's is remarkable and
inspiring. I appreciated so much that it was Ken who was my dad's (Hayden Clark)
rooming companion for a time. Yours has been an interminable journey and I have
nothing but the greatest respect, for you, for your marriage, and for your husband,
Ken. May he rest in peace. And may you take some time, and then keep up the fight.
With love and tremendous admiration , Lee Hoehn

Lee Hoehn - November 29, 2017 at 01:33 AM

“

Two amazing men fighting a battle together!! I know Ken and my grandfather are now
looking down on all of us with their beautiful smiles
Sara Clark - November 29, 2017 at 07:12 AM

“

Brenda, Lara, Jeremy, Zachary, and Briana,
I am so sorry to hear of Ken’s passing. He will forever have a special place in my
heart. I have so many fond memories of fun times with him and with you kids when
you were younger. I was always giving him a hard time about letting you kids do
things or get things that you wanted. He took it all in stride. He was an absolutely
brilliant man, a good friend, a good Dad, and so much more. He had a full and happy
life, and I am so grateful to have had him as a boss and later as a dear and trusted
friend. I regularly contribute to the Alzheimer’s Association, with every Amazon
purchase I make and through other opportunities. I encourage others to give when
the can. Brenda, keep up the good fight. My sincere condolences to all of you.
Sending much love to you from Texas. May He Rest In Peace.

Robbie Dakoulas Pellerin - November 28, 2017 at 09:55 PM

“

Dear Brenda and children. Ken was succ a great guy and we are so,proud to have
had him in our lives. We loved him . So many wonderful memories, so many laughs.
He will be missed but we are thankful for our time together.

dick & Phyllis Lapointe - November 28, 2017 at 08:28 PM

