Michael A. Spinelli
July 17, 1932 - February 6, 2021

Hampton – Michael A. Spinelli, 88, a native of Lowell MA, passed away peacefully on
Saturday, February 6, 2021 surrounded by his loving children and niece, Mary Jane
LaPlante.
He was born in on July 17, 1932, a son of the late Angelo R. and Lucia (Sdoia) Spinelli.
Born and raised in Lowell, he graduated from Lowell High School with the Class of 1949
and Northeastern University in 1955, with ROTC honors. He then went on to proudly serve
as 1st Lieutenant in the United States Army stationed in Germany with the 25th Signal
Battalion.
A tireless hard-working man from the industrial city of Lowell MA having “run a hardware
store” at the age of nine, later going on to be a founding shareholder of a major regional
bank: Enterprise Bank & Trust Co. “While we were heading to the park to play ball, Mike
was going off to work" said his late brother Leonard Spinelli, who would also become a
prominent Lowell businessman. After the Army, Mike started Merrimac Travel in 1959 on
Appleton Street shortly thereafter built his own building on Church St; “Mike Spinelli’s
Merrimac Travel”. His crowning achievement was being elected president of the American
Society of Travel Agents (ASTA) in 1996.
Mike raised his family in Chelmsford then living in Windham and finally in Hampton after
selling the coastal “Tower House” he built in Rye. He is dearly remembered at his two
Hampton Churches, Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal and Trinity Episcopal Church
where he conducted bible study classes and generously donated his time with and
support of its parishioners. Mike was a primary benefactor of Timkatec trade school and
orphanage in Haiti. He enjoyed dancing, and singing and his congenial smile, wit and
candor will always be remembered to those who knew him or met him just for a moment.
In his final years he lived with his daughter and son and had many helpers who he
enjoyed taking to Five Guys or Al’s Seafood. Relatives remember his energy, constant
state of thought, deliberate walk and determination always trying to figure out new and
better ways to do things.

Surviving family members include his children, Susan Spinelli and her husband John
Tyson of Hampton, Michael Spinelli Jr. and his wife Gleicy of Hampton and David Spinelli
and his wife Sandra of Metuchen, NJ; grandchildren, Julianna, Lucas, Layla, Julian,
Connor, Kayla, Carly and many nieces and nephews.
In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by his siblings, Emily Antifonario, Victoria
Stamp, Virginia Pasquale, Edward Spinelli, Samuel Spinelli, Louis Spinelli, Leonard
Spinelli and grandson, Carter Tyson.
A private mass of Christian burial was celebrated at Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal
Church, Hampton. A graveside remembrance and burial at Locust Grove Cemetery in
Merrimac, MA will be held later this year. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Our
Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church(https://olmmparish.org/giving/>) , 289 Lafayette Rd,
Hampton, NH; the Michael Jon & Eric Ryan Rush Foundation for Children(https://www.mjr
ushfoundation.org/donate>) , 314 Lafayette Road Hampton, NH or Trinity Episcopal Churc
h(https://www.trinityhampton.org/contact.htm>), 200 High St.Hampton, NH 03842

Cemetery
Locust Grove Cemetery
Locus Grove Road
Merrimac, MA, 01860

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Remick & Gendron Funeral Home - February 13 at 01:36 PM

“

I’m late to the memory post, I’m sorry. I helped Mike with filing at his travel agency. I
did my best but he was such a distraction that I could hardly concentrate. He made
me laugh all the time. His remarks about people and life were so unique. I went on a
few car trips with him in his little 60 Ford Falcon to New Jersey. I felt that he could
afford a much nicer car but Mike wasn’t concerned about luxury or image. I didn’t
complain because he let me drive all the time. His dynamic personality will never be
forgotten.

Bob Bell - February 20 at 04:34 PM

“

I met Mike sometime in the 80's when he ran his travel agency in Lowell.
Very gracious and caring man. Having an interior Wallpaper & painting business
I did a lot of work for Mike & Jane, ( I believe that was her name) how worked closely
with
Mike. Also did some work in his son's home when he bought his first home in NH.
A real family man with his children, and I suppose with his grandchildren. One of
Lowell's
greats, did much for people. Wishing his family the best and wonderful memories to
hold you through your time of lost. Sincerely, Celeste Lachapelle

Celeste - February 17 at 09:02 AM

“

Mike was a friend of my father’s from high school. My dad, Don Keirstead, would talk
about how funny and generous Mike was, and he loved getting a tour of the Tower
House. In the last few years of my dad’s life, they talked a lot about astronomy. My
dad would answer the phone, and it would be Mike, no greeting, saying something
like, “where the heck is Jupiter right now?” It amused my father to no end. I’ll always
be grateful that my father had such a good friend I’m his last years.
Janet Keirstead
Chelmsford, MA

Janet Keirstead - February 14 at 09:27 PM

“

Sending my deepest condolences to Sue, Mike, and David, and their families, over
the loss of their father. Uncle Mike, my father Louie's youngest sibling, was a great
guy, Not only was he a kind, caring, and generous man, but also he was progressive
in many ways. Perhaps some of my fondest memories of him were in email
exchanges we had, particularly before the 2016 presidential election. At that time, he
was, of course, for the businessman, Trump, and we argued by email about it, and
politics, incessently. It was in those emails that we also talked about other cool stuff...
about life. He was funny, insightful, and caring. My little brother, John, told me long
ago he sometimes also exchanged similar type emails with Uncle Mike. We loved it,
and love him. I will miss him.

Lisa Spinelli - February 14 at 10:17 AM

“

1 file added to the album Interview

Remick & Gendron Funeral Home - February 11 at 09:26 AM

