Paulette Constance Foley
May 2, 1931 - September 18, 2017

Rye - Paulette Constance Foley, 86, of Rye, passed away peacefully on the evening of
Monday, September 18, 2017 at Holy Family Hospital in Methuen, MA. She was the wife
of the late William M. Foley.
Raised in Lowell, MA, by her late parents Anita and Raymond Richards, she was also
lovingly cared for by her late aunts, Gabrielle and Alice Boulais.
She attended Lowell High School, graduating in 1949, and Lowell State Teachers College
with the Class of 1953. She and “her Bill” married in 1957. They lived for a short time in
Worcester, MA.
She spent her pre child-raising years in Wakefield, MA, teaching 1st and 2nd grade at the
Montrose School.
After moving to Andover, MA, in 1962 Paulette and Bill adopted their daughter, Suzanne
Foley Drysdale of Santa Cruz, CA, formerly of Portsmouth and in 1965 adopted their son,
William Foley of Beverly, MA. As infants Suzanne and Billy were plucked from an
uncertain existence into a loving and stable home. They remain forever grateful.
Paulette was a loving, exemplary daughter, wife, mother, and friend. An only child, she
spent many of her middle years attending to the declining health of both her aunts and
parents. She was devoted to her husband and her lifelong friends. She taught CCD, ran a
Cub Scout troop, trekked Billy to hockey, baseball, basketball, Suzanne to dance lessons,
gymnastics, band and more…….all without complaint.
In 1989, Paulette and Bill settled in Rye, where they had taken the kids on vacation for
countless summers prior to making it their permanent home.
After her husband’s passing in 2006, she was an active member of the Rye Garden Club
and the Rye Library Book Group. In addition, despite her college professor’s critique of her
“lack of talent” for it, she took up painting under the tutelage of Mary Vermeesch and

proudly discovered that she had a knack for it!
She cherished her granddaughters, Anna and Isla Drysdale of Durham, and very much
enjoyed the company of her son-in law Alasdair Drysdale of Santa Cruz, CA, formerly of
Portsmouth and Scotland.
Visitation will be held from 4 – 7 PM on Monday, September 25, 2017 in the Remick &
Gendron Funeral home, 811 Lafayette Road, Hampton. A mass of Christian burial will be
celebrated at 11 AM on Tuesday, September 26, 2017 in St. Theresa Church, 815 Central
Road, Rye Beach. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to a fund that has been
established to update the ICU Family Waiting Room at Portsmouth Hospital. Checks can
be made out to The Bill and Paulette Foley Memorial Fund ℅ TD Bank, 500 Washington
Road, Rye, NH 03870.

Events
SEP
25

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Remick & Gendron Funeral Home - Crematory
811 Lafayette Road ·, Hampton, NH, US, 03842

SEP
26

Funeral Mass

11:00AM

St Theresa Church
815 Central Rd, Rye Beach, NH, US

Comments

“

Bill,
We got your note on our car. We would love to connect with you and hear about your
experiences at 18 Lowell Street in Andover. We have lived in the house since 2007
and it is a very special home. My two kids love the place and could never imagine
leaving.
You can reach me at mathewarlenmclean@gmail.com if you would like to connect or
even take a tour. I can spot our home in many of the photos on the tribute page. I
wish you the best as you deal with this lose. Your mother seemed like an amazing
person.
Matt McLean
18 Lowell St.
Andover, Ma 01810

Mathew McLean Ed.D
Principal, Pawtucketville Memorial Elementary School Lowell Public Schools
425 W. Meadow Road
Lowell, MA 01854
978-937-7667
Mathew McLean - September 25, 2017 at 04:35 PM

“

94 files added to the album LifeTributes

Remick & Gendron Funeral Home - September 25, 2017 at 01:34 PM

“

As my "adopted mother," Paulette left an indelible mark on my life and I will miss her
always. I remember how we laughed until we cried, swept up in the silliness of it all,
even when--or especially when--times were hard. She had a joie de vivre that was
authentic yet modest, and although she never called attention to herself, she made
the world a happier place with her optimism, compassion and warm nature. She was
easily moved to tears by a beautiful scene or poetic phrase, so it doesn't surprise me
one bit that she became an accomplished painter. I like to think of her now in God's

garden, smelling the roses with her Bill, and discovering a new palette with wonder
and joy.
My thoughts go out to Bill, Suzanne, Alasdair, Anna and Isla. Your love meant
everything to Paulette.
Love,
Christiane
Christiane Mack - September 24, 2017 at 09:05 PM

