Peter G. Kasnet
December 19, 1950 - December 26, 2020

Peter G. Kasnet, 70, of Rye Beach, New Hampshire, died suddenly at his home on
Saturday, December 26, 2020. Born in Boston, Massachusetts, on December 19,
1950,the son of the late Norman L. Kasnet and the late Lillian (Garfield) Kasnet, Peter was
raised in Marblehead.
He graduated from Marblehead High School in 1969 and went on to attend the University
of New Hampshire where he studied engineering. In 1972, Peter established his company,
Peter G. Kasnet Builders, Inc.
Peter was an award-winning New Hampshire seacoast builder, specializing in building
high-end custom homes throughout the seacoast area. Peter managed his company on a
daily basis and was best known for his knowledge in all phases of construction,including
carpentry, structural engineering, plumbing, and electrical work. There was rarely a
discipline in which Peter lacked expertise. As expressed by one of his friends,who was
also a client, “Peter was not only a master of his craft but an inspiring friend,mentor, and
partner to all of us fortunate enough to have worked with him.”
His work includes landmarks across the seacoast of some of the most uniquely beautiful
homes ever built. Of his many wonderful contributions, those standing works are his
enduring legacy and a reflection of his talent, passion, and creativity.
In his younger years, one would find Peter sailing out of Marblehead Harbor participating
in many boat races. He was an experienced captain who piloted sailboats down the East
Coast and to and around the Caribbean Islands.
Peter came to adopt Rye Harbor as his home port in New Hampshire. That is where he
and Deirdre would sail their boat Impressionist during the summer season. As the
seasons changed and winter arrived, Peter headed to the North Country to spend
weekends in Jackson, New Hampshire. He loved skiing the White Mountains followed by
evening gatherings with family and friends.

Peter’s passing has come too quickly and too soon. A friend and colleague wrote, “We all
feel a great sense of loss but, at the same time, lucky to have worked with such a
gentleman and consummate professional. Both of these qualities are rare to find in this
world.”
In 2006 Peter was elected to the Sewer Commission in Rye where he served as
Commissioner until the time of his passing.
Peter is survived by his beloved Deirdre Jane O’Leary of Rye Beach; his children Bradley
G. Kasnet of Media, Pennsylvania, and Lauren M. Kasnet of Lexington,Kentucky; their
mother Pamela Keller Kasnet of Exeter; his brother Stephen G. Kasnet and wife Marie
Louise (Missy) of Manchester-by-the-Sea, Massachusetts; his niece Hadley (Kasnet)
Scully and husband John of Bedford, New York; his nephew Stephen A. Kasnet (Archie)
and wife Sylvie of Gloucester, Massachusetts; and a great-niece,Charlotte Scully, and two
great-nephews, Jack Scully and Bracen Kasnet.
Interment will be private. A memorial service will be held at a future date when public
health conditions allow for a traditional gathering. Arrangements are by the Remick &
Gendron Funeral Home-Crematory, Hampton.

Comments

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Peter G. Kasnet.

January 21 at 08:36 AM

“

A very memorable day sailing with Peter and friends off Marblehead followed by
Harvey Wallbangers at the 1776 House!

Barbara Rushmore - January 19 at 08:23 AM

“

Barbara, those were the carefree days with the Pulaski Drive gang. Such wonderful
memories! Thanks for sharing these classic pics of Peter in one of his happiest places.
Pam
Pam Kasnet - January 19 at 09:02 AM

“

Deirdre and family, I have known Peter both personally and professionally for over 30
years, he was one of the most enjoyable people I have had the privilege of knowing
in my business and personal life. He was the definition of a gentlemen. Whenever I
saw him at industry events, he always had the time to give you and make you feel
like you were the most important person he had to see that day. Peter will be missed
by all who had the pleasure of knowing him.

Jay McCarthy - January 18 at 09:33 AM

“

I knew Mr. Kasnet only as an accidental appearance in his daily routines. He was a
fairly regular customer at the North Hampton Philbricks Cafe and if you weren't
aware of his accomplishments and status in life, his demeanor and bearing would
offer no clue as well. Very unassuming as he ordered a sliced roast beef, buttered on
plain white. A smile, a thank you and on his way. Some people try to impress with
flash, others truly impress with their countenance. My condolences to his loved ones,
friends and the employees he shared beers with at Throwback on Friday afternoons.

Laurel Lent - January 16 at 03:38 PM

“

We at Middleton Building Supply were fortunate enough to work with Peter. He was
an extremely knowledgeable , intelligent, patient Gentleman who is and always will
be truly missed by all who knew him and worked with him.

Katie Colby - January 15 at 11:39 AM

“

I feel fortunate to have worked for Peter for a number of years. His steady nature &
guidance made me a better employee and person. My deepest condolences to his
family.
Peter Adams

Peter Adams - January 15 at 09:59 AM

