
Dana Kenneth Russell
January 25, 1958 - June 4, 2026

Whitmore Lake, Michigan- There are no words to describe the hole in our
hearts upon learning that our beloved Dana died before leaving for a visit to
New Hampshire and his Governor Dummer Academy 50th reunion. He was
so looking forward to being with his family and friends. Dana was a
compassionate man who lived his life to the fullest. He began life in Hampton
attending local schools, playing baseball and ice hockey and helping his
sisters by building fences, loading obstinate horses on trailers, keeping their
horses under control and zooming around the field on one of his dad’s demo
snowmobiles. Dana would go on to Governor Dummer Academy where his
finest accomplishment was kicking the winning field goal for a traditionally
unsuccessful football squad…barefoot! He was captain and catcher for the
baseball team, which was more to his liking. On to Plymouth College to major
in tubing down the Pemi! Then to Houston to find his path, talking his way into
a job driving a Zamboni (he was the only applicant who knew what a Zamboni
was!) and meeting Karen (Kippy) Pritula. They married with a shared love of
sheets of ice and Irish Setters. Next chapter was meeting and marrying Sandy
Orosco, while both were working at the University of Michigan. Sandy and her
two sons became his Michigan family. Dana retired from the University after
26 years in 2013. He found so much joy in the time spent with his step-sons
and grandchildren. His hobby of building and racing snowmobiles earned him
the respect and love of so many wonderful friends. Dana and his Poor Boy
Racing team became mentors for racers young and old. They, along with his



cherished neighbors along the lake, are a tight group to be sure. 

He is survived by his mother Anne Russell, sister Leslie Lafond and her
husband Michael, sister Kristen Russell. Niece Meaghan Delly and her
husband Jean Paul, nephew Bryan Lafond and his partner Jade Marshall,
nephew Evan Russell Bowley, niece Elle Littlefield, grandniece Camila Delly –
all of Hampton, NH. His step-son Jesse Orosco and his wife Lynn, His step-
son Carlos Orosco and his wife Ryanne. Grandchildren, Xylia Pike, AJ Pike,
Seb Pike, Hailey Ripple, Serena Orosco, Linkin Orosco, Jacob Orocsco and
Kenneth Orosco. 

 

Dana was predeceased by his father Kenneth Russell and his wife Sandy
Russell. 

 

There will be a celebration of life at Christ Church, 43 Pine Street, Exeter, NH
on June 16th at 10:30am with a reception to follow. An additional celebration
of life will be in Michigan at a later date. In lieu of flowers, keep your friends
and family close and share a good deed.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

JUN 16. 10:30 AM (ET)

Christ Church
43 Pine Street
Exeter, NH 03833
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Joyce Grandmaison - June 16 at 07:57 AM

Dear Anne and family ….. please accept my sympathies…. so sorry
to read of your son‘s death. 
 
Sincerely, Joyce Grandmaison 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Pamela Ford - June 09 at 10:02 AM

Pamela Ford lit a candle in memory of Dana
Kenneth Russell

Brenda Martin - June 08 at 04:09 PM

My thoughts and prayers are with you at this time. This is such a
shock. I really don’t even know what to say. I’m thinking about all of
you and know that you’ll be together and stay strong. So terribly
sorry for your loss.

Jacqui & Jack Kennedy - June 08 at 01:00 PM

We are so very sorry for your loss. Holding your family in our daily
prayers.
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Margaret Cosenza - June 08 at 12:58 PM

To the entire Russell family, I am so sorry for your loss. I am without
words to express the heartache for your family. I wish you all peace
and I hope you all can find solace in this sad news. You all will be in
my thoughts and prayers. God bless you all. Margaret (Bruno)
Cosenza

Marian - June 08 at 12:30 PM

My dear friends. I am so sorry to hear about Dana . He was such a
great guy. Remember when he was Lori's date for hunt or pony club
affair? Such a good sport. It is truly heartbreaking to lose a child no
matter their age. I'll be keeping you all in my prayers and thoughts.
God bless you.

Kristen Russell - June 08 at 11:30 AM

1 file added to the album Dana
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Lorraine Bramble - June 08 at 01:03 PM

Leslie and family. I’m so sorry for your loss. He was so young. 
You are in my thoughts and prayers. 

 Lorraine
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Pamela Ford - June 09 at 10:02 AM

To the Russell family,
  

I am so sorry to read of Dana's passing, Thinking of you all and
sending hugs and prayers.

  
Pamela Ford

Ellen Taylor - June 08 at 11:25 AM

So very sorry to hear about your loss.
Sending love....

Martha Williams - June 08 at 11:04 AM

Leslie and Anne. I am so sorry for your huge loss. I am thinking of
you with love. Martha


