
MG David C. Meade
August 21, 1940 - October 9, 2019

Hampton - Major General David Custis Meade (U.S. Army, Retired) of
Hampton and Vero Beach, FL passed away peacefully on October 9, 2019 at
Watson Fields Assisted Living Facility in Dover, New Hampshire after a
lengthy period of failing health. General Meade was born in Washington, D.C.
in 1940, the son of Custis Meade and Lilla (Lyman) Meade. 

 

He was beloved and adored by his wife Marina (Kalergis) Meade of Hampton,
N.H. 

 

General Meade graduated from Dickinson College in 1962, on whose Board
of Trustees he previously served and from whom he was awarded the
Distinguished Alumni Award for Professional Achievement in June 1995 and
an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Liberal Arts. In 1995, he received his
Masters Degree in Education from the University of Virginia on whose Military
Science Faculty he had served. He also is a graduate of Armed Forces Staff
College and the U.S. Army War College. 

 

He entered the US Army through the Dickinson College Army ROTC Program
as a 2nd Lieutenant of Artillery to begin his long and distinguished military
career. He rose rapidly through the ranks over the next 33 years, serving in
every commissioned title and rising to the rank of Major General. He retired
from the Army in 1995 as a Commanding General of the 10th Mountain



Division at Fort Drum, New York. 
 

During his career General Meade served in peace and war as in conflicts
around the world, including Vietnam, Somalia, Haiti, Grenada and Panama.
He received many awards including the Defense Distinguished Service Medal
(2), Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit (4), Bronze Star, Meritorious
Service Medal (2), Army Commendation Medal, Meritorious Unit
Commendation, National Defense Service Medal (2), the Air Medal, Armed
Forces Expeditionary Medal, Vietnam Service Medal (2), the Vietnam
Gallantry Cross and Parachutists Badge as well as numerous other personal
and distinguished awards and citations. 

 

General Meade was known for his strong and compassionate leadership
qualities that included all of the Army core values of: Duty, Honor, Integrity,
Loyalty, Courage, Respect and Service. “Climb to Glory” is the 10th Mountain
Division motto and General Meade exemplified that in every sense of his life.
He embodied the Army spirit to take care of his soldiers and accomplish the
mission. 

 

He was a born leader, soldiers followed him naturally. He had a brilliant mind
and was courageous and steadfast with an inner fortitude to “always do the
right thing.” It was not just words; he demonstrated his quality leadership skills
and values in all of his actions and it was evident to all that knew him and
served and worked with him. He was a true “soldier’s general” and he loved
his soldiers and his country. He led by example and his officers and men tried
their best to live up to the high standards of that example. No situation, tactical
or otherwise, was so complicated he could not break it down to what needed
to be done in simple, straight forward terms. His men loved him. As has been
said by a senior officer with whom he served, “Dave had a heart of gold and
was ever loyal to those with whom he served.” 

 



In addition to being a great soldier, General Meade was also a devoted
husband and a loving father to Mary Meade Sampson (Steve) of Ashburn, VA,
David Jr (Tracy) of Falls Church, VA and Ted (Brittany) of Annapolis, MD. He
was the proud “PAPA” of Francie, Caroline and Lucy Sampson, David III, Ben
and Sara Meade. Also, General Meade is survived by his brother Richard of
Stockton, Maryland, his cherished cousin Frank Lyman and wife Sandy of
Bridgewater, New Jersey as well as his former wife Frances Meade, the
mother of his children. 

 

He had a sense of humor that touched all who knew him and also was a
talented musician and loved to sing to everyone’s delight. He loved boating,
skiing, tennis, golf, and fishing. Overall, he was a talented athlete. 

 

General Meade and Marina divided their time between NH and Vero Beach,
FL. They spent many wonderful days on their boat and on the beach. They
traveled extensively during their marriage but always returned to the New
Hampshire Seacoast and called it home. They loved the ocean and the
scenery, but most of all the many valued friends they made along the way,
especially from the Portsmouth Yacht Club and Abenaqui Country Club. 

 

Dave loved all animals and never met a dog or cat he didn’t have fun with.
‘Sarge’, his loving English Labrador, was always by his side and he could be
counted on to keep a watchful eye on his master. 

 The family especially extends their heartfelt appreciation to the staff at
Bellamy and Watson Fields in Dover, NH who cared for Dave with the highest
respect and with consideration for his comfort and well-being. No one could
have done it better and those of at Bellamy and Watson Fields will never be
forgotten. 

 

Visiting hours will be from 3 to 7 PM on Thursday, October 17, 2019 in the



Remick & Gendron Funeral Home – Crematory, 811 Lafayette Rd., Hampton,
NH 03842. The funeral service will be at 11 AM on Friday, October 18 at St.
John’s Episcopal Church, 101 Chapel St., Portsmouth, NH 03801. Burial with
full military honors will be in Arlington National Cemetery at a later date.
Flowers will be accepted but if desired, memorial donations may be made to
the Watson Fields Employee Fund, 201 Watson Rd., Dover, NH 03820 or to a
charity of one’s choice.



Cemetery Details

Arlington National Cemetery

Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington, VA 22244

Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 17. 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Remick & Gendron Funeral Home - Crematory
811 Lafayette Road ·
Hampton, NH 03842
(603) 926-6500
info@remickgendron.com
https://www.RemickGendron.com/

Service

OCT 18. 11:00 AM (ET)

St. John's Episcopal Church
101 Chapel Road
Portsmouth, NH 03801

mailto:info@remickgendron.com
https://www.remickgendron.com/
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MG David C. Meade

Edward Smith - February 24, 2021 at 09:01 PM

I served with MG Meade at Ft. Drum and was head of his security
for his R and R at the Club Med beach in Haiti 1994 with CSM
Jesse Laye. Thank you for your service to our great Nation. 
 
SFC, USA (Ret) 

 A 1/22 INF 
 10th MTN DIV (Lt)

JE
Jeff - February 26, 2022 at 10:47 PM

You only see a couple of comments both good. That says all you need
to know about the man



VM

US

Victor Martinez - December 07, 2019 at 07:54 PM

My condolences to the Meade family. 
 I wish I could of had the opportunity to speak

to MG Meade before his passing. I was his
last driver in the 10th Mountain Division. I
took care of him in Haiti for the last
deployment.

 It was truly an honor to be selected as his personal driver for
approximately 2 yrs. I learned a lot from him through his experience
and mentoring. His guidance and caring of my career set in motion
a very rewarding career in the Army and after my retirement.

 A man I will never forget. RIP MG Meade
 Very respectfully 

 SFC retired
 Vic Martinez
 Estero Florida

Uma Simon - November 01, 2019 at 06:37 PM

I met David late in life when he was married to Marina. It was
important to me that Marina be with someone who truly appreciated
her and I saw that in Dave. He was a wonderful husband and father
to Sarge. His children loved him. More than that, Dave possessed
an integrity, fineness and elegance about him that are rare qualities.
I was proud to know him and grateful that he and Marina were a
blessed couple. RIP, we love you. Uma Simon



CS

C Saunders - October 17, 2019 at 03:10 PM

Dave was a Dickinson classmate - we both were born in August
1940 - & a fellow trustee. All of us on the Board will miss him and
his many insightful contributions. Rest In Peace thou good and
faithful servant. 

  
Carol Saunders

Remick & Gendron Funeral Home - October 17, 2019 at 02:32 PM

118 files added to the album LifeTributes

David Kalergis - October 16, 2019 at 11:26 AM

David Kalergis purchased the Gracious Lavender
Basket for the family of MG David C. Meade.

https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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David Kalergis - October 16, 2019 at 11:21 AM

He was a great man and a good friend. He will be missed by all who
knew him. David Kalergis

Lorri
Sanders
Bruns

Lorri Sanders Bruns - May 28, 2020 at 09:26 PM

Were you XO of 1/79 FA in 1980?

October 16, 2019 at 06:44 AM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of MG David C. Meade.

robert Shapley - October 15, 2019 at 05:37 PM

One very nice guy. It always hurts when we lose the good ones. 
  

Bob Shapley 
 class of 59

Karen Angeli - October 15, 2019 at 02:32 PM

Marina, our sincerest condolences to you and your family on the
loss of your husband. Karen and Michael Angeli.

https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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October 15, 2019 at 11:38 AM

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family
of MG David C. Meade.

October 15, 2019 at 10:58 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of MG David C. Meade.

October 15, 2019 at 10:33 AM

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased
for the family of MG David C. Meade.

Joan varoski - October 14, 2019 at 05:15 PM

Marina sorry for your lost. My thoughts and prayers are with you
and your family. Joan Varoski

https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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October 14, 2019 at 01:53 PM

Tender Tribute was purchased for the family of
MG David C. Meade.

October 14, 2019 at 10:55 AM

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the
family of MG David C. Meade.

cheryl & chris martin - October 13, 2019 at 10:19 AM

Cheryl & Chris Martin lit a candle in memory
of MG David C. Meade

Kim and Ken Reeves - October 12, 2019 at 11:32 AM

Kim and Ken Reeves purchased the Peaceful Wh
ite Lilies Basket for the family of MG David C.
Meade.

https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1441&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1441&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Joan & Bill Dempsey - October 12, 2019 at 10:48 AM

Joan & Bill Dempsey purchased the Beautiful in
Blue for the family of MG David C. Meade.

Karen Kalergis - October 12, 2019 at 08:56 AM

So many fond memories of this amazing loving man. Sincere
sympathies to you, Marina, and all of Dave's family.

BJ

Boyd C. Davis Jr. - October 15, 2019 at 10:32 AM

David & I were both economics majors & served together in ROTC @
Dickinson College. He was a good friend & nice man. My sympathies
to his family & friends. Boyd C. Davis Jr. '62

https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

