
Denis McCarthy Kilroy
June 24, 1931 - April 10, 2020

Hampton - The family of Denis McCarthy Kilroy is immensely sad to announce
his passing on April 10, 2020. Denis passed away peacefully in his home with
his wife, Diana at his side. 

 

Denis' life began on June 24, 1931. He grew up in Laconia, NH with his mom,
Mary and sister Joanna (Miller). He developed a strong work ethic early on,
earning enough money from his paper route to buy his own bike and
practicing long and hard to be the best pitcher and first baseman he could be.
This work ethic continued throughout his years at UNH where he studied
history and earned a spot on the Wildcat baseball team (captain 2 years),
while still finding time to be a tried and true member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 

 

Upon completion of his degree, Denis joined the Air Force where he not only
became a fighter pilot but also a squadron leader, flight instructor and Air
Division Chief of Safety as his final assignment. 

 

He left the Air Force after 12 years to become a pilot for American Airlines,
rising quickly to the rank of captain, where he continued to serve as an
example of excellence to his crew members until his retirement in 1991, flying
his last flight on his birthday. His excellence as an airman was recognized by
Allied Pilots' Association where he was asked to serve as accident
investigator prior to his retirement. 



Never satisfied with a challenge unmet, Denis dipped his toe into minor
league baseball, served as a volunteer member for North Hampton EMS, and
served as computer science teacher at Sacred Heart School for 8 years
where he started the computer program and was honored with the lab being
named after him. 

 

With all his accomplishments professionally, Denis's most important full time
job throughout his life was being a loving father and husband, mentor, coach
and memory keeper for all of his children. He was an award winning
photographer, including being credited with a rising band's album cover photo.
He painstakingly captured every moment of our family's history and taught us
all how to blow out birthday candles without blowing out the birthday candles.
Throughout his life, Denis avidly collected stamps and coins sharing this love
with his children with trips to the post office to ensure he acquired plate blocks
on their first day of issue. He also spent many hours on the greens perfecting
his other love, golf and for a lefty, he swung a mean club. 

 

Denis will be remembered for his wonderful sense of humor and so much
more and will be sadly missed by his wife, Diana and their children, Moira and
Thomas (Erika) as well as his children with Lois (Marcou), Lauren Anton
(Bob), Patricia Kilroy, Jon Kilroy(Laura), Mark Kilroy (Melanie), Victoria Kilroy
(Peter), Stephen Kilroy (Jennifer). Denis was a wonderfully loving grandfather
to 14 (and great-grandfather to 4) who will carry with them joyful memories of
time spent with this wonderful man. 

 

Denis' wish was for his family to gather and celebrate his life with many
shared laughs and memories rather than a traditional funeral. If you wish to
honor Denis in your own way please feel free to make a donation to the
charity of your choice in his name. "Grieve not nor speak of me with tears but
laugh and talk of me as if I were beside you..."
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September 18, 2022 at 12:49 AM

Denis McCarthy Kilroy

Arlene Ciereck - May 08, 2020 at 05:03 PM

We were so very sad to lose our brother-in-law, Denis Kilroy on April
10th. (Good Friday) the same day our Lord gave his life for all. 
There are way too many memories to write down. Just a few
“quotes “ that he would always say when he answered the phone. 
Hi Denis “how are you? His answer would always be, “wait let me
check”. His other answer would be, “able to sit up and take
nourishment “. I use the latter often. 

 We send our condolences to all of his children and especially my
beautiful sister Diana. 

  
Ed and Arlene Ciereck
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Denise Winters - May 12, 2020 at 01:29 PM

Denis will be missed from all that knew him.He always had a smile
when he came to Syracuse NY. The new York State Fair was one of
his favorite places to visit. He brought along his camera and he even
took a picture which ended up on our tv channel here in Syracuse. I am
so sorry for your loss Diana and all of his children. God bless you all.
Love and prayers , Denise Winters
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Cathy Burns - May 07, 2020 at 05:08 PM

To the Kilroy Family: 
  

On behalf of a grateful nation, and the Department of NH,
VFW/Auxiliary District #7, we wish to acknowledge your loved one's
service to our country, and send our deepest condolences on your
loss. 
 
District #7 Chaplain, 

 Cathy Burns

Judy Lamson - April 13, 2020 at 12:02 PM

I am so sorry to hear this .....I remember Denny taking me “under
his wing”on the ride to our LasVegas layover hotel in July, 1981! ( I
remember because I watched Di and Charles’ wedding on TV on
the layover!) I had fallen “head over heals” for a pilot, and Denny
was very concerned.....( as he should be, as it turned out! An
Eastern pilot, that explains it!) He was so kind and protective, I
always had a special place in my heart for him, especially after that. 

 Such fond memories of a very special man. My sincere
sympathy to Diana, and his entire family.
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American-Cancer-Fund - April 13, 2020 at 11:29 AM

The staff of the American Cancer Fund at www.AmericanCancerFun
d.org is sorry to hear of Denis’ passing. We have received a
memorial donation in his name and our sincere condolences go out
to his family.

Robert Garrett - April 13, 2020 at 08:03 AM

As a flight engineer in Boston, I kept the logbook which included the
crew names for the pay sheets. On my first flight with Denny, he
looked at me and said: "Kilroy, Dog Mother"! Great man! Great
sense of humor! Great memories! Bob Garrett

https://www.americancancerfund.org/
https://www.americancancerfund.org/

