
Jonathan Charles Menes
August 24, 1942 - August 16, 2021

Rye - Jonathan Charles Menes, 78, of Rye, NH and Deer Valley, Utah passed
away peacefully August 16th surrounded by his family. He is survived by his
wife of 57 years, Marcia Briggs Menes, his daughter Kirsten Menes and
granddaughter Anna Copeland, as well as his brother William Menes, nephew
Dylan Menes and niece Lindsay Menes Field. 

 

Jonathan graduated from Tufts University in 1964 with a degree in Economics
and went on to receive his Masters in International Economics from The
London School of Economics. While at Tufts he was a member of the Theta
Chi fraternity and lettered in Track & Field running the 400m relay and
hurdles. It was at Tufts that he met his future wife and fellow classmate,
Marcia on a blind date. 

 

After receiving his Masters degree, Jonathan joined the US Foreign Service
and was posted to Paris, France serving under Ambassador Sargent Shriver.
He was later posted to the State Department in Washington, D.C and in the
early 70’s moved to the Commerce Department working as an Economist until
his retirement 32 years later as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Industry
Analysis. During his tenure at the Commerce Department he led several trade
delegations to Asia, headed a committee at the OECD in Paris, and ran the
office of Trade and Investment Analysis in the Commerce Department that
published the annual US Industry & Trade Outlook. 



In 1985 he was selected by President Reagan to participate in the prestigious
Presidential Exchange commission, spending a year as an executive with the
United Technologies Corporation in Hartford, CT. 

 

After retiring in 2004, Jonathan became an adjunct Professor of Economics at
The University of Utah, teaching during the winter semester. This enabled him
to regularly ski the famous Utah powder. Amongst several courses at the
University, Jon taught a popular International Trade course together with
Governor Jon Huntsman. 

 

Jonathan was an accomplished tennis player and black diamond skier,
regularly skiing 100 days a season from his home in Deer Valley, Utah. He
was also an avid road biker having completed several “Centennials” (100 mile
rides). 

 

An active member of Rye and Portsmouth, NH Democrats since retirement
from the US Government, Jonathan could be seen regularly canvassing in the
Seacoast area, sometimes together with his daughter and granddaughter. In
addition he consulted with the NH Democratic party on various economic
policy papers especially concerning International Trade policy. Throughout his
life, career and retirement Jonathan was known for his advocacy for
progressive social issues especially women’s rights. 

 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to The London School of
Economics (https://www.lse.ac.uk/supporting-lse) or the Huntsman Cancer
Institute (https://give.huntsmancancer.org/page/23908/donate/1in) Salt Lake
City, Utah. 

 

Service date and time will be announced, please check back.
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Jonathan Charles Menes

Marilyn Briggs - August 24, 2021 at 02:42 PM

Jon was truly a kind and loving gentleman in every way. He had a
tremendous knowledge of history and was fun to be around. The
conversation was never dull with Jonathan. He was a man of many
talents with a distinguished career that he could be proud of. I would
have enjoyed being one of his students because I feel certain that
he would have made the subject of economics interesting. 

  
I know how deeply he loved his family and I wish that I could just
hold you and comfort you in your loss. My heart cries with you, but I
will always be grateful for each and every time I had with Jonathan
and you. 

  
Please accept my deepest sympathy for your loss. 

  
Marilyn Briggs
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Kathryn Hauser - August 21, 2021 at 03:58 PM

Oh my dear, dear Marcia, Kirsten and Anna, 
  

My heart breaks for you all. Jon was such a kind, loving and
generous man, and it was always a pleasure to be around him. He
brought such enthusiasm to his work at the Commerce Department,
his skiing adventures and his teaching gigs. And I know that Tim
treasured his friendship immensely. 

  
I know this next few months will be very difficult for you, but please
know that I am thinking of you and sending my love, 

  
With deepest sympathy, 

  
Kathryn Hauser


