
Melvin Clamp
January 4, 1926 - November 17, 2013

Melvin “Mel” Clamp, 87, of 3 Robin Lane, Hampton, NH, died early Sunday,
November 17, at Exeter Hospital in Exeter, NH after a brief hospitalization. 

 

He was born in Lawrence, MA on January 4, 1926 to Richard and Doris
(Knight) Clamp. He attended school in Methuen, MA, and was a member of
the Edward F. Searles High School Class of 1943, where he played trumpet
and horn in the marching band. He and his family were active members of
Grace Episcopal Church in Lawrence where he was confirmed. 

He enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Forces after high school and was completing
pilot training when WWII ended. After graduating from Wentworth Institute of
Technology in Boston, MA, he began working at the United Shoe Machinery
Corporation in Beverly, MA as a project manager in research and
development, where he remained for twenty-seven years. He later worked at
Dexter Hysol Corporation in Seabrook, NH for fifteen years, and after
retirement, did seasonal consulting for Donzi Marine Inc. of Sarasota, FL. He
held several U.S. patents for shoe manufacturing processes. 

 

On November 22, 1953, he married Joyce Ann Ward of Methuen, MA at St.
Monica’s Catholic Church. They lived at 33 Beech Avenue in North Andover,
MA where they raised three children. In the summer of 1972, they moved
relocated to Hampton after renovating the summer home they had owned



there since 1955. 
 

Mel was an active member of the Lions Club while living in North Andover and
a life member of the North East Club in Beverly, MA. He was an avid amateur
radio operator (call sign WA1IVT) and member of the Port City Amateur Radio
Club for many years. He coordinated Civil Defense coverage for seacoast
events, and had friendships with other ham radio enthusiasts throughout the
nation and the world. While wintering in Florida, he volunteered at a guide dog
training facility and carried a photo of his beloved hunting dog “Betty Beagle”
in his wallet for over fifty years. Mel enjoyed music, boating, photography,
good food, lively discussion, and living in the seacoast area. 

Mel was predeceased by his brother, Ronald Clamp. He is survived by his
wife of sixty years, Joyce (Ward) Clamp who recently moved to Genesis
Healthcare Exeter Center in Exeter, NH; two daughters, Paula Stevens of
Wilder, VT and Lisa Godfrey of Lee, NH; a son, Jeffrey Clamp of Hampton,
NH; two nieces, Carol Clamp of Gorham, NH and Marsha Clamp of
Worcester, MA; three grandchildren, and two great grandchildren. 

 

In accordance with his wishes, his ashes will be scattered off the New
Hampshire coastline that he loved so much.
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