Michael Garland

March 3, 1949 - January 26, 2026

Hampton - Michael Garland, 76, of Hampton, NH, passed away on January
26, 2026. A man of remarkable curiosity and creative drive, Michael leaves
behind a legacy of resilience, connection, and a deep, unwavering love for his
family.

He was the devoted husband and best friend of Patricia Garland. Their
partnership was a model of mutual support and enduring friendship that set
the standard for what a marriage should be. Michael was also a deeply proud
father who was always present, always interested, and always his sons'
biggest fan.

Born March 3, 1949, in Santa Cruz, CA, Michael was a graduate of Barrington
High School. His life’s journey was defined by a relentless pursuit of
knowledge and a passion for the arts. He attended the University of New
Hampshire (UNH) and was later accepted into the prestigious Rhode Island
School of Design (RISD) for photography. Though his path eventually led him
away from RISD, his artistic eye remained a constant. Later in life, he returned
to school in his 60s to complete his degree, an act of perseverance that
served as a profound inspiration to his family.

Michael spent many years at Polaroid, where his career trajectory was a
source of great pride. He started on the assembly line to provide for his family,



but when the opportunity to "try computers" emerged in the late 1970s, he
jumped at it. Through sheer determination and a self-taught technical mind, he
built a successful career in IT.

While he was highly skilled at his work, his true legacy was his bottomless
interest in the world and the people in it. Michael was a conversationalist in
the truest sense; his office (also known as “The Vortex”) was a place where
time and schedules were secondary to a good story or a deep dive into a new
subject. He had a rare ability to pull people into his world, ensuring that
anyone who entered walked away with a new fact, a laugh, and a sense that
they had just shared something meaningful.

Michael possessed a pure, lifelong love for movies and the art of film. In his
retirement, he channeled this passion into fulfilling a lifelong ambition of
becoming a documentary flmmaker, notably producing an acclaimed piece on
the sinking of the Squalus submarine in Portsmouth. His courage to reinvent
himself in his 60s remains a reminder that it is never too late to chase a
dream. He was also a dedicated video gamer, known in the gaming
community by his handle, “mTooOIldForThis"—a title he frequently disproved
by proudly outplaying competitors decades younger than him.

Though not traditionally religious, Michael was a deeply spiritual and
inquisitive man who found wonder in the world. The lessons he left behind are
simple but profound: never be afraid to laugh at yourself, never stop chasing
your dreams, and always be exactly who you are. He will be deeply missed by
all who were lucky enough to have known him.

He is survived by his wife, Patricia; his sons, Josh Garland (and wife Agata
Celmerowski) and Nick Garland (and partner Christie Wise), and the
countless friends, coworkers, extended family, and community members he
positively impacted throughout his life.



Family and friends will gather to honor and remember Michael for a period of
visitation on Friday, May 15, 2026, from 10:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. in the
Remick & Gendron Funeral Home, 811 Lafayette Road, Hampton, NH 03842.
A memorial service will take place immediately following the visitation at 11:30
in the funeral home.

Watch Michael’'s Work

Michael was incredibly proud of his documentary work. In his memory, the
family invites you to watch his film, "Saga of the Submarine Squalus,"
produced for the Hampton Historical Society:

Watch: Documentary - Saga of the Submarine Squalus (https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=yAq8gDScRgw)



Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 15. 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM (ET)

Remick & Gendron Funeral Home - Crematory
811 Lafayette Road -

Hampton, NH 03842

(603) 926-6500

info@remickgendron.com
https://www.RemickGendron.com/

Memorial Service

MAY 15. 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM (ET)

Remick & Gendron Funeral Home - Crematory
811 Lafayette Road -

Hampton, NH 03842

(603) 926-6500

info@remickgendron.com
https://www.RemickGendron.com/


mailto:info@remickgendron.com
https://www.remickgendron.com/
mailto:info@remickgendron.com
https://www.remickgendron.com/

Tribute Wall

Michael Garland

Remick & Gendron Funeral Home - May 05 at 02:56 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Michael Garland.

May 11 at 11:45 PM

Mike was a great guy, always pleasant and
always a warm smile, a great husband to
cousin Pat and loving,present dad to Josh
and Nick will miss his yearly creative
christmas

Video, such a creative mind he had.

My thoughts and prayers go out to

Pat, Josh,and Nick.

Love

Nancy

Nancy Canino - February 15 at 07:16 AM

Remick & Gendron Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of



https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.remickgendron.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Rest in peace Mike

Nancy Canino - February 15 at 07:17 AM

My favorite memories of Michael center around three images.

(1). Christmas each year. He dressed up in costume as an elf and
delighted the kids and adults who watched him, unabashedly, playing
his role as Santa's helper....

(2). Memories of summer when he had a new role, that of chef, cooking
us hot dogs, hamburgers, and, sausages, proudly serving us his
delicious products.

(3). His great pride in the videos he produced with his long-time
colleagues in video-producing. Some pf their works are true classics!

Michael was a prime example of a first-class, cultured gentleman, kind
to all, and loving to Patricia, Josh, and Nick. He will be sorely missed,

but never forgotten --- my dear brother-in-law, Michael Garland.

Elaine Gallagher Rodriguez - February 16 at 02:00 PM



