R. Allen Brandt

December 13, 1943 - August 9, 2024

R. Allen Brandt, 80, of North Hampton, passed away on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024,
surrounded by his immediate family: his wife of more than 50 years, Jill, and
his two sons, Jamie and Ryan.

Born in Lowell, Mass. in 1943, Allen was the oldest of four raised by his
mother, llene Stelley. He grew up in Framingham, Mass., Silverton, Ohio, and
Londonderry and Nashua, NH, graduating from Nashua High School in 1961.
A guidance counselor once told him he didn’t have what it took to go to
college; instead, he graduated with a bachelor’s degree, a B.S. in business,
from the University of New Hampshire in 1966 and later obtained an M.B.A.
from University of Rhode Island in 1972.

At UNH, he met Jill while working as the “house boy” preparing meals in her
sorority. They married in 1969. Some of their fondest early years were spent
sailing together off Narragansett and on Long Island Sound during Allen’s
early positions in sales and marketing for Exxon Mobil. They settled in North
Hampton, NH in 1980 and for the next 33 years, he battled rush hour traffic
every day to and from Exxon’s regional headquarters just north of Boston.
Perhaps his greatest accomplishment was making it to every academic and
athletic event (in that order of unmistakable priority) of his two sons' despite
this long commute. Whether it was serving as a timer on a pool deck on
Saturdays, hustling to a 3:30 p.m. mid-week soccer game, or spending all of a



beautiful summer weekend in a sweltering gym at a basketball tournament, he
was his sons’ biggest cheerleader. And they knew it.

He loved being the center of the party, oftentimes with a Coors Original in
hand. His favorite party trick at weddings and other formal events was getting
his entire table to try to hang spoons on their noses, chins, etc. A crowning
achievement was if he could get the waitstaff to join in.

An accomplished home chef, he never held back from adding a little more
garlic or butter. You couldn’t rely on his dishes to be healthy, but they always
tasted good. The most famous outputs: the apple pies and applesauce he
handmade from backyard trees and delivered to friends each Christmas. He
was unrelentingly sarcastic and a master of diffusing any tense situation with a
quip. You might be annoyed or frustrated with him, but you had no choice, you
could only laugh.

He balanced seeking out fun times in life - oftentimes with a very strong and
sometimes raucous friend group in North Hampton - with meticulous
thoroughness and Yankee thriftiness. He spent an entire month preparing the
household taxes each spring. He was an active volunteer on the town Zoning
Board for more than two decades. He wrapped every single stocking present
at Christmas down to pencils and gift cards. One story that became legendary
among friends was when his attempt to find a deal on the family’s first PC in
the late-'80s by sourcing parts from different suppliers blew up spectacularly
when he was forced to spend every night after dinner for the five weeks
leading up to Christmas trying to get it to work alongside longtime friend, Terry
Mackin, chuckling (and helping) alongside.

Allen retired in 2003. In between trips and planning his next travel excursion
with Jill and diligently researching to find his retirement toy (a silver
convertible Honda S2000), he pursued his longtime interest in archaeology as



a volunteer with Strawbery Banke Museum’s Collections Department and as
an usher at The Music Hall. He also was an early adopter and evangelizer of
pickleball, helping run weekly pickup games in both North Hampton and in the
Florida Keys, where he and Jill loved to spend winters with friends.

Allen is survived by his wife, Jill, his two younger sisters, Carolyn Brandt-
Crittenden and Leslie Brandt, his two sons, Jamie and Ryan, and their
families, including four grandkids. He’s predeceased by his mother, llene, and
brother, David Brandt.

Family and friends will gather to remember Allen for a period of visitation on
Saturday, Sept. 7 from 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. in the Remick and Gendron Funeral
Home, 811 Lafayette Road, Hampton, NH. A memorial service will
immediately follow at 12 p.m. Burial will be private.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation in Allen’s memory to either the
Winnacunnet Dollars for Scholars Program (https://winnacunnet.dollarsforsch
olars.org/index.php?section=chapterWebsite&action=main&fwlD=640) or the
Strawberry Banke Collections Department. (https://www.strawberybanke.org/g
ive-to-the-collection)
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Tribute Wall

It's been years since I've heard Allen's hearty laughter or seen his
happy smile and the twinkle in his eye as he makes some wisecrack
or other, but | can so easily call up the memory, because of how full
of life and joy Allen always was. | remember admiring and loving
him as a kid when we would see him and Jill and Jamie and Ryan at
our family's volleyball parties, or at the Oyster Festivals in Milford
with the Blakes, or in Durham at UNH homecomings over the years
of my childhood. | send all of my love and heartfelt hugs to all of his
family. The world has lost a great light in his passing, but more
importantly his joy lives on in the hearts of everyone who knew him.
It certainly shines on in mine. With love from Derek Chase

Derek Chase - September 07, 2024 at 08:35 PM

103 files added to the album LifeTributes

Remick & Gendron Funeral Home - September 06, 2024 at 11:22 AM



There’s an empty space in those hearts that

loved my brother. Applesauce, apple pies, his 4
purple Panther cape, Ma’s French horn,

comparing tans , Lago’s Rum Raisin ice cream

& birthday celebrations at Tuckaway Tavern’s

lobster specials. Above all else, he treasured

his family. Ours hearts are united in the utter sadness at his
passing, but grateful for his gift of life. We’'re all so blessed to have
had him in our lives. Love & Peace, Carolyn Brandt-Crittenden

Carolyn Brandt-Crittenden - September 03, 2024 at 04:20 PM
| worked for Jim McGregor at ExxonMobil in the early 80's. Allen's
office was down the hall. It was a pleasure having Allen around - he
was kind in his approach with people and always smiling. He was a
very nice and interesting man. My condolences to the Brandt family.

Cathy (Desmarais) Gavin

Cathy Gavin - August 26, 2024 at 04:15 PM



Captions—Allen warming up for 18 holes at Sea Pines...Jill is
already on the first tee...Allen and Jill shopping in The Keys...
Allen’s great lobster dinners...Allen getting aboard for a sail...Allen
and Jill underway...who'’s at the helm?...0Oh, Allen seems thrilled
that his new friends from URI grad school, Barbara and Bob Moore
agreed to go for a sail. We wish the entire Brandt family fair winds
and following seas$, 9

Bob & Barbara Moore - August 19, 2024 at 03:18 PM

Always fun getting together with Allen and Jill since our days at URI
graduate school 1970-71. We wish the whole Brandt family smooth
sailing and following seas!

Bob and Barbara Moore 3}, §

Bob & Barbara Moore - August 19, 2024 at 03:45 PM

3 files added to the album Key Colony Beach

Sandra Moore - August 17, 2024 at 11:19 AM



Great memories of fun in the sun with Jill and Allen, friends of Topper
and Sandy Moore from our Rl days over 50 years ago.

Sandy Moore - August 20, 2024 at 06:10 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Alix Martin - August 16, 2024 at 11:38 AM

1 file added to the album Key Colony Beach

Bob Yingling - August 16, 2024 at 10:30 AM

Cindy and David purchased the Joyful Memory
for the family of R. Allen Brandit.

Cindy and David - August 16, 2024 at 07:05 AM
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Cindy and David planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of R. Allen Brandt.

Cindy and David - August 16, 2024 at 07:05 AM



