William J. "Bill" McDermod

June 14, 1950 - May 5, 2015

Portsmouth, NH- William “Bill” McDermod, 64, of Portsmouth passed away
May 5, 2015 at Portsmouth Regional Hospital after a courageous battle with
cancer.

Bill was born in Malden, MA on June 14, 1950 a son of the late William and
Evelyn (Renehan) McDermod who were lifelong residents of Malden, MA.

For the past 23 years Bill worked for the National Passport Center in
Portsmouth. Additionally, Bill was a part time radio announcer for many years
at 105.3 The Shark.

He is survived by his Soul Mate, Gayle Hudson of Portsmouth; his three sons,
lan McDermod, Evan McDermod and Dylan McDermod, all of Portsmouth;
two brothers, Bob McDermod of Somerville, MA and Dennis McDermod of
Portsmouth; a sister Kathy Diehl of Topeka, KS and several nieces and
nephews.

Visiting hours will be held from 3 PM to 5 PM on Friday, May 8, 2015 in the
Remick & Gendron Funeral Home-Crematory, 811 Lafayette Road, Hampton.
A memorial service will immediately follow at 5 PM in the funeral home.
Relatives and friends are respectfully invited. Burial will be private. In lieu of
flowers donations may be made to the American Cancer Society, P.O. Box



22718, Oklahoma City, OK 73123-1718.
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William J. "Bill" McDermod

September 18, 2022 at 12:49 AM

Bill and | were roomies for a couple years at Patriots Park. | was
working 2nd shift at Seabrook. After work I'd go to the station and
hang out with Bill all night. Bill sucking on a Tab playing the best
rock in the world. Bill hated the play list and play what he. | was
adopted into the HEB family, becoming the voice of his engineer
Mario De Cemento. We would share some herbs and call the
McDonald's in Reykjavik

iceland to see how many employees spoke English ( all of them
did). Bill loved sports and we played on the WHEB All-Stars. Thanks
to Bill | met and married the great love of my life and he was one of
my groomsmen at wedding. We spent many nights at the
Scoreboard

Charles Quackenbush - May 14, 2015 at 08:46 PM

| still think of you often, my friend, especially when | hear one of those
great records we played on the radio back then.

Norm Thibeault - June 24, 2025 at 10:05 PM



Back in 1981, | moved to California, and | was always a big fan of
late night WHEB... Tom B. & Bill M. - | even made a few tapes of
their shows, especially Bill's laid-back style with his quiet friend
"Mario". Those tapes were a comfort to listen to out in fast-paced
California, and those tapes sat in a sealed box in the basement for
many years.

Just this morning, | went down and grabbed the box and listened to
one of the tapes and the banter between Tom Bergeron, Jack
Messner & Bill --- it just made me smile! Then just being curious, |
wondered where Bill was these days and googled his name and |
am completely in shock that he just passed.

I never knew Bill personally, even though | did call in with answers
on his trivia questions from time to time and we would chat briefly
on the phone back in those old days. But gosh, was he entertaining
and had a down-home comfort as friends do. Rest in peace my old
radio friend.

Bob White

Bob White - May 13, 2015 at 09:03 AM



I'm very sorry to hear of Bill's passing. | worked with Bill at NPC
when we were both supervisors. He was the salt of the Earth.
Honest, objective, and always willing to fight for what was right. He
had integrity and character. He would say he was a charater and he
was. He was often passionate in exchanges but he was equally
open to new ideas and had no problem admitting mistakes. | don't
know why Bill cared so much about others and doing his best to
give voice to their concerns, when most people remained quiet. |
guess he wasn't afraid of a good honest exchang of ideas and most
of us tend to be too cautious. | think that is somthing to be said and
one of the things | will always remember and respect about him.

Kirk Boutin - May 13, 2015 at 06:57 AM

It is great to have a man like Bill He will be missed

Jim McDonough - May 13, 2015 at 06:40 AM



| was out of town when | heard of Bill's passing. Worked with him
from the good ‘ol days here at NPC. He and | both agreed they were
before 2006. | would see him in the halls and say "Billy Bob, what's
happenin?" and he would say, "you are Linda, you are." or "How are
you?" and he would state his signature answer, "living the dream”. |
loved sitting next to him in meetings to hear his quiet comments that
would make me snicker. He seemed to hate injustice, because he
would always speak up. | liked that about him and respected him for
it because | am like that as well, howbeit, it is never appreciated. |
remember one night at home my younger son and | were working
on a project, listening to the radio and | told him that's Bill! My son
was very impressed that | personally knew a "celebrity". Bill you will
always be a celebrity in my eyes. You were one of a kind. Take care
Billy Bob, see you on the other side.

Linda S.

Linda Sullivan - May 13, 2015 at 04:30 AM



On behalf of my wife Frances E. Flanders-Lange, | would like to
send my deepest sympathies to Bill's family, friends, and especially
his collaeagues at NPO.

My wife Fran worked with Bill at NPO. In fact, my wife Fran was part
of the crew that opened that office in Portsmouth in 1992. That
office is now the National Visa Center where | currently work.

Fran and | were neighbors of Bill in Portsmouth for many years. He
was always a very charming, funny guy and very knwledgable about
a lot of things, especially music. He always had a smile on his face.
He will be deeply missed.

Louis Lange
Frances E. Flanders-Lange

Portsmouth, NH

Louis Lange - May 12, 2015 at 10:16 PM



My name is Deborah Fenton though Bill knew me as Deb Roberts.
He was the only one that ever called me Deb 40+ years ago. | knew
him when he was stationed at DMAFB in Tucson, Az because he
was my boyfriend's (Harold (Robby) Robinson)best friend. A bunch
of us spent a lot of time together as Bill was dating my best friend
also. We spent a lot of time in the mountains which Bill loved, he
wasn't crazy about the desert, he missed home. He also spent a lot
of time at my parents home and they both loved him too. | will never
forget how much he wanted to see a roadrunner and how
disappointed he was when | pointed one out and he realized they
weren't 3-4 feet tall like in the Wiley Coyote cartoons. (and they
didn't really go Beep Beep). He was funny, kind and super smart
and an integral part of my youth. | am so deeply saddened by his
passing, though | haven't seen him since he left Arizona. He was
bigger than life and it was a privilege to know him, even for that
short time. God bless your family and may he comfort you all as you
find your way through this difficult time. He is an unforgettable soul.
Sincerely, Deborah. Peace.

Deborah Fenton - May 09, 2015 at 01:51 PM

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the
family of William J. "Bill" McDermod.

May 08, 2015 at 09:01 AM
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Remick & Gendron Funeral Home - May 08, 2015 at 07:40 AM

All Your Friends at NPC purchased the Strength
& Solace Spray for the family of William J. "Bill"
McDermod.

All Your Friends at NPC - May 07, 2015 at 09:27 PM

Peter Kahigian lit a candle in memory of ]
William J. "Bill" McDermod

Peter Kahigian - May 07, 2015 at 08:54 PM
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| am sorry to have learned of Bill's passing after not having had
contact with him for so many years. We shared a lot of good times
at WHEB, especially the campaign to save classic comedy by Tom
(Bergeron) and "Bunny Bill" culminating in the live show at Theater
by the Sea.

Jack Messmer

Jack Messmer - May 07, 2015 at 05:32 PM

| have a button from that show.

Mrs. Quack - May 14, 2015 at 08:24 PM

My name is Joan (Adamaitis) Agerholm. | have just learned of Bill's
passing from my old friend and colleague Jack Messmer, and it was
a shock. Both Jack and | were news reporters and anchors at
WHEB in Portsmouth in the 1980s when Bill was a disc jockey
there. Believe me when | tell you that it was a privilege to work with
Bill, one of the most talented, funny, unassuming, and kind people |
have ever known. He was truly gifted in the art of radio. To this day,
| can remember listening to a skit he created of a slide show (on the
radio, mind you!) with wickedly funny commentary about prominent
athletes. It was brilliant! Although decades of time and many miles
have separated us, Bill has remained for me one of the greats in
broadcasting. My heartfelt sympathies go out to all the McDermods
on your loss.

Joan (Adamaitis) Agerholm - May 07, 2015 at 04:59 PM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of William J. "Bill" McDermod.

May 07, 2015 at 02:11 PM

[+ Tracy
Barber I count myself blessed to have worked with Bill during The Good

Ole Days. He played the part of curmudgeon well, but under that
hard-nosed exterior was a warm vibrant human who deeply cared
for people.

But his wit--no one's was sharper. I'll never forget when we
discussed ages (his Vs. mine), and he exclaimed, "Good God

woman, | have socks older than you!"

My deepest sympathies for his family. Thank you for sharing Bill
with us for awhile, and be assured he is no longer in pain. Be well.

Tracy Barber - May 07, 2015 at 01:35 PM
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Bill's passing is a devastating loss for us here at the NPC. | met him
when | came aboard in 2004...lovingly referring to him as "Mr.
Crab". Tough exterior but deep down a teddy bear. He was one of
the "old timers", been here since the beginning and | learned so
much from him. Just an all around awesome guy! While the last few
days have been incredibly sad we are doing our best to remember
the good times with Mr. Bill....like the time he was sitting at his desk
and a mouse ran up his pant leg....you could hear his scream (and
expletives) throughout the building that night! There was also the
time he handled a phone call with a difficult customer ending the call
with "I don't care if you are Condoleeza Rice, you are not getting a
passport!" | believe we could hear that convo throughout the
building that night too! Especially, when people started clapping as
he hung up the phone. He was passionate, he was witty, he spoke
his mind, he cared, and he kept it real. Our management meetings
will never be the same, NPC will never be the same. We have lost a
legend. | will miss seeing him around the office in his hoodies and
hearing him say that he was "livin' the dream". My thoughts and
prayers are with Gayle and his family and friends. RIP Mr. Bill.

Jen Hanley - May 07, 2015 at 09:50 AM

Bill was my first husband. After many, many years | just felt the
need to look him up on Facebook, just to see how he was doing. |
could not believe my timing...I am so very sorry for his family and
friends. | remember his laughter and his passion for broadcasting..l
remember him having to lose his accent while in broadcasting
school which is a story | have shared many times over the years. |
remember Bobby, Kathy, and Dennis, his siblings, as well as his
parents William and Evelyn. Altho we have not seen each other
since the early 70s | have such wonderful memories. No matter why
marriages end, there are generally many good memories and | am
grateful. Pamela Brookman Hopkins

Pamela Hopkins - May 06, 2015 at 07:14 PM



Remick & Gendron Funeral Home - May 06, 2015 at 04:14 PM

My sincere condolences to Bill's family and friends. | was so sorry to
read of Bill's passing in the Portsmouth Herald today and it
immediately brought back fond memories of when | discovered Bill
on WHEB when staying up late studying at UNH back in the early
80's. Bill's warmth and great wit consistently showed through on the
"Star Station", and | especially loved listening to Bill and Tom
Bergeron interact together -- although their shows did not really
overlap, they often worked together around the midnight hour and
produced great live radio together! Rest in peace Bill, you touched
more people than you will ever know!

Bob Zampini - May 06, 2015 at 03:47 PM

Sunny Memories was purchased for the family of
William J. "Bill" McDermod.

May 06, 2015 at 03:35 PM
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| worked with Bill at NPC. | can still hear him yelling above the din,
Miss LaMontagne your killing me!" | decided to hide under my desk
one day..... The look on your face was priceless. | will miss your
laugh and | will miss running into you at Market Basket and you
telling me your still "Living the Dream”. Behind all of that bluff and
bluster you really did care for those you worked with, You had a kind
and giving heart. Rest in Peace my friend | shall miss you forever. |
shall prayer for you and your family in this time of great sorrow.

Anne LaMontagne Cobb - May 06, 2015 at 03:27 PM

Bill and | shared many laughs in our years together at WHEB. He
even let me talk him into wearing a bunny costume (not the Hugh
Hefner kind, thankfully) for one of our live broadcasts at what was
then Theatre By The Sea. Although my shift ended at midnight,
when his began, we'd often spend hours overlapping into each
other's shows. Sending this with an abundance of fond memories
along with sympathies for Bill's family and friends. Sincerely, Tom
Bergeron

Tom Bergeron - May 06, 2015 at 02:50 PM

From the Galvins and the Vegas Crew (Rich,
George and Craig) purchased the Days of Sunshi
ne Bouquet for the family of William J. "Bill"
McDermod.

From the Galvins and the Vegas Crew (Rich, George and
Craig) - May 06, 2015 at 02:27 PM
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36 files added to the album Life Tributes

Remick & Gendron Funeral Home - May 06, 2015 at 02:25 PM

Gail and McDermond Family,

I am very sorry for your loss. May the outpouring of love that
surrounds you provide you with the comfort you need during this
time.

Tonya - May 06, 2015 at 02:19 PM

Bill was an incredibly intelligent and insightful person, but what | will
always remember the most about Bill was his irrepressible sense of
humor and razor sharp wit. We had some good laughs over the
years, in countless meetings and especially a few months ago
traveling to the supervisor's conference in February.When | was
driving home on many Sunday nights | enjoyed listening to Bill's
radio broadcasts. | will miss you dearly! Thanks for the memories.

-Chris Benedetto

Chris Benedetto - May 06, 2015 at 02:19 PM



To Gayle and Bills Family You Have Our I
Deepest Sympathy. Mark and | go way back

at NPC with Bill. He will be missed by all who '
knew him.God Bless You Bill “

Mark&Carol Keith - May 06, 2015 at 01:47 PM

| worked with Bill at NPC and he was my supervisor for 2 years. On
the outside he tried to be tough and humorous at the same time, but
on the inside he was kind, considerate and compassionate. Bill will
forever be missed by so many. He touched my life and he will
always be in my heart. My condolences to his family and friends.

Lynne Maxedon

Lynne Maxedon - May 06, 2015 at 01:42 PM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
William J. "Bill" McDermod.

May 06, 2015 at 01:42 PM
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my condolences to Bill's family and close friends. He was one of my
first supervisors. | enjoyed the geography classes that he taught. He
made an otherwise drab subject enjoyable with his humorous
interjections. | also enjoyed listening to him on the weekends on the
radio. It was a pleasure to work with him.

Judy Newhall

judy newhall - May 06, 2015 at 11:43 AM

| was fortunate enough to know Bill outside of work while we were
on a candlepin bowling team together. Although we weren't the best
team in the league we easily were the most competitive and Bill
always brought his one of a kind attitiude to the lanes. At work |
always talked to Bill about hockey as | still play and | could tell he
was kind of living vicariously through me as his playing days were
over. | will never forget the tips he gave me(some were cheap shots
to the opponent) and what to do in certain game situations. So keep
that stick on the ice Bill, my next goal is for you!

Jason Bernier

Jason Bernier - May 06, 2015 at 09:33 AM

Its been a while since | was with the NPC family but | know how
much of a big part Bill was for so many. Many good thoughts and
prayers to your family and Gayle and her family. Bill was one of a
kind and not easily forgotten. Rest in Peace and peace to Gayle and
all the family.

Kym-Yvette Parsons - May 06, 2015 at 09:03 AM



Your smile was your logo, your personality was your business card-
how you left others feeling after talking with you became your

Deapest sympathies to your family
Kathy Dwight - May 06, 2015 at 08:58 AM

Cindy Jackson lit a candle in memory of |
William J. "Bill" McDermod

AW

Cindy Jackson - May 06, 2015 at 06:30 AM

Awww Bill, you shall be sorely missed for all time, Still have your notes-
letters you would slip under the cashier door at night for my arrival in
the morning, Always a joy to get them, and still have them. | shall take
excellent care of Gayle and we will

go on Living the Dream, Bless you

Cindy Jackson - May 06, 2015 at 06:34 AM

Rest in peace my friend Bill, | will forever miss ]

you!

My condolences to his family and the love of '
his life Gayle. “
Jeanne

Jeanne - May 06, 2015 at 05:46 AM



| offer my deepest condolences to bill family. He will be missed at
NPC by all of is co workers and friends. Rest in peace bill.
Dottie S

Dottie S - May 06, 2015 at 04:40 AM

to Bill's Family and Friends

| offer my deepest condolences. He was a wonderful mentor, co-
worker and friend to the hundreds of employees past and present of
the National Passport Center.

The halls will be a little quieter, the laughter a little less boisterous,
but those who loved him and were honored to call him a friend, will
keep 'living the dream' and because of that his spirit will live on in all
of us.

jason hindle - May 05, 2015 at 09:12 PM

To Bill's family & friends:

| am so sorry to hear about this incredible loss. Bill has been a
wonderful colleague and mentor to me for many years...His
unbeatable exuberance, constant updates of how NHL hockey
teams are doing, and willingness to engage in political debate will
also be deeply missed :0) Here's remembering a one-of-a kind guy
with an open mind and an open heart.

Kind regards & warm memories,

Jonathan Kindron
Malden, Massachusetts

Jonathan Kindron - May 05, 2015 at 08:48 PM



Worked on air at WOKQ next to Bill on air at the shark, we shared
many laughs together in the hallway on the weekends.

Rest in Peace my old friend

Jack D. Gosselin
Kissimmee, FL

Jack Gosselin - May 05, 2015 at 07:59 PM

Bill once told me | did not strike him as someone who flew low
under the radar. Well Bill you didn't fly low under the radar either.
You were always for the underdog no matter what side they were
on. You treated everyone with respect and when you spoke
everyone listened. Your strong convictions and ability to express
yourself were captivating. From one Maldenite to another, | will
forever miss you in the halls of NPC.

My sincerest condolences to you sons, lan, Evan and Dylan and
your sole mate Gayle Hudson.

Andrea S - May 05, 2015 at 07:45 PM

Today, we do not grieve Bill as a co-worker, we
grieve him as a member of our family. He was a
kind, compassionate, and impassioned
individual who’s shoes can never be filled. He
is an irreplaceable presence a NPC and we will
desperately miss him. Rough around the
edges? Yes, but, always "living the dream”. We'll continue it for you,
my friend. Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family during this
difficult time.

David M. - May 05, 2015 at 07:37 PM



Rest in peace my friend!!! Livin'the dream, Bill, livin' the dream!

Sue Bent - May 05, 2015 at 04:48 PM

Bill and | one time had to shred books. | was ]
talking to Bill about how my husband liked his

sense of humor when listening to him on the |
radio. | also told Bill about the time my “
granddaughter and | were listening to the

Shark and he was on the air. My granddaughter kept turning the
channel to another radio station. | told her to stop it and and | was
going to tell Bill on her. My granddaugher said gammy you dont
know him. | said yes | do and | am telling him what you are doing. |
said to her | work with him. She then thought | was the coolest
grammy because | worked with Bill. | did tell Bill about this and he
laughed.

Bill rest in peace. My Prayer and thoughts are with the McDermod
family.

Deborah Manning - May 05, 2015 at 02:51 PM



| can say it. | loved the man. He was real. Many of my best moments
were spent "on the air" with Bill McDermod.

Our radio shows on WHEB often overlapped at midnight. He'd
sometimes wander in early after stopping at The Scoreboard and
contribute to my show. Often, | would remain after my air shift and
record commercials in the Production studio, frequently joining the
organized mayhem of Bill's broadcast. Judging by the calls, Bill
touched the lives of many. When speaking, he could be sweet and
sarcastic in the same sentence. He would sometimes take a contrary
attitude just to rile another.

Although we often disagreed, | respected his well-thought-out views on
life. His life was not an easy road; | think that humor served as an
antidote to his anguish.

We laughed a lot, and that is the way | choose to remember Bill. My
thoughts and prayers are with Bill's family and friends. We are richer
for having known such a kind and honest man.

Norm Thibeault - Boston
former On-Air Personality at WHEB FM 100 Portsmouth
"The Star Station"

Norm Thibeault - May 06, 2015 at 10:03 AM

To the family of Bill,

| worked with Bill for many years, He was my supervisor at one time.
Always he was living the dream. My heart felt prayers and well wishes
to you his family. Bill was greatly loved and will be missed Joyce M
Perry

Joyce M Perry - May 06, 2015 at 02:30 PM



My sincere condolences to Bill's family and friends. | was so sorry to
read of Bill's passing in the Portsmouth Herald today and it immediately
brought back fond memories of when | discovered Bill on WHEB when
staying up late studying at UNH back in the early 80's. Bill's warmth
and great wit consistently showed through on the "Star Station”, and |
especially loved listening to Bill and Tom Bergeron interact together --
although their shows did not really overlap, they often worked together
around the midnight hour and produced great live radio together! Rest
in peace Bill, you touched more people than you will ever know!

Bob Zampini - May 06, 2015 at 03:45 PM

I didn't know Bill well, mostly in passing and at NPC functions. He was
a really nice guy and will be profoundly missed by all. my thoughts and
prayers go out to his family and soul mate Gayle, and to those who
knew him best..

Keri Hardy

keri hardy - May 07, 2015 at 05:16 AM
Rest in peace, my friend. The world won't be as nice today as it was
when you were alive. | hope you are finally living the

dream. Pat Caron

Pat Caron - May 07, 2015 at 08:44 AM



As one of the passport center's "old-timers”, I've had the privilege and
honor of Bill's friendship for the past 23 years. Bill was one of the first
mentors and "cubbie-mates" | had @ NPC and he truly instilled a great
sense of "adjudicative discretion” into my on-the-job thought processes
over the years. Bill was also the star pitcher on our NPC softball team
back in the early days...no one could take a shot back to the mound
like Bill...and believe me, he spent a significant amount of time picking
himself up off the ground, brushing the dirt off his infamous cut-off jean
shorts, cursing under his breath, and focusing on the next
batter.Perhaps the most common bond Bill and | shared was our
unabashed, albeit unfortunate, love of '70 music...no matter how lame
the tune! We would start every morning off testing each other with
obscure one-hit wonders....and no matter how far deep in the
catalogue | went, Bill knew the artist, song, year of release, and even
the record label! He was the King of the Pop Rock World! His infectious
sense of wit was never more apparent then during my early morning
truck rides working for Coca-Cola back in the early 90s, DJ Bill would
dedicate the Kansas tune "Dust In The Wind" to me every Saturday
morning around 5:00 AM, knowing full well I'd be listening and that |
really hated that song! For you Bill...thanks for the laughter and the
memories...you were truly one of a kind!

"I close my eyes, only for a moment and the moments gone

All my dreams pass before my eyes, a curiosity"

Our sincere condolences to Gayle and his family..
Dave LaPointe / Tracy Thompson

Dave LaPointe - May 07, 2015 at 06:35 PM

| was shocked and saddened to learn of Bill's passing. | had the
privilege of working for Bill early in my time at NPC and thanks to him, |
was able to be successful at my job. He took me under his wing and
asked me to trust him. He didn't want to see me fail and was
determined to make sure that I didn't. He succeeded! He helped me
become a confident adjudicator and taught me how to "live the dream."
He was one of the few supervisors that | have worked for over the
years, that | truly admired and respected. He knew how to take care of
his people. NPC and the rest us, have lost a one of a kind treasure.
May he rest in peace.

Peter Kahigian - May 07, 2015 at 09:17 PM



| had the great opportunity to work with Bill at WHEB in the 80's. We
shared the love of music and and had many laughs on and off the air.
Your "Golden Mike is now on the biggest stage my friend, RIP.

Johnny Williams Roberge

Johnny Williams Roberge - May 13, 2015 at 10:02 PM

I will always be thankful to Bill for his mentoring and laid back approach
to life when | worked with him at WHEB back in the day. He was
always quick with a smile and it was he, along with others like Ted,
Duncan, Norm, and Tom who taught me at an early age how to work
hard and be part of a great team. | was truly lucky to know Bill and |
know he will be missed by all.

Karen Loring Duneman
Former On-Air Personality, WHEB, The Star Station
1979-1981

Karen Duneman - May 24, 2015 at 04:03 PM

Happy Birthday Bill,, I just found out about your passing yesterday! |
couldn't believe it... You were one of my favorites at the old WHEB. FM
radio was still entertaining and the Midnight hour was for all of us in the
seacoast area to enjoy... | would often call in to answer trivia questions
and chat... | would occasionally stop in to station and borrow some
record albums to record. | occasionally subbed and played left and
center field on the softball team.| even had Bill and his lady over for
dinner ...but a secret, until now, was that | would call in as a mysterious
caller about once a week and get Bill in stitches laughing so hard at my
ramblings and schtick ...I never revealed who | was and Bill would say
to me " | Dont know who you are but you are funnier than hell"... Well
my good friend you know now... Take care in the new world, be at
peace and know you are loved and missed... | am so grateful to have
known you and saved many broadcasts.... Jim B

Jim B - June 14, 2015 at 01:50 PM



